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Dear brothers and sisters, | wish you all God’s abundant grace during this Christmas,
and all through the New Year of 2025.

Recalling the enriching past memories of celebrating Christmas in Japan, | am reminded
time and again that the best way to welcome Child Jesus, is by repenting of our sins and
making our hearts pure and humble. Learning from the inspiring faith of people, | am
convinced that only when our hearts are pure and humble, we become truly worthy to
experience the grace of Jesus. The gospel reading of Christmas midnight mass, taken from
the gospel of Luke (2. 1-14) clearly teaches us that the poor shepherds who possessed
purity and humility of heart, had the great privilege of meeting the Child Jesus along with
Saint Joseph and Mother Mary. Reflecting on this most inspiring reading, | would like share
two thoughts with you as follows.

Firstly, as we know, those poor shepherds did not have money or power. Besides, they
were not prominent people in society. But their purity and humility of heart, made them the most precious human beings
in the eyes of God. Therefore, they met the Child Jesus, along with Saint Joseph and Mother Mary, who are also role-
models of purity and humility of heart. Learning from this, let us also pray to God for the grace of purity and humility of
heart.

Secondly, about this grace of purity and humility of heart, we hear symbolically in the Gospel reading, (Luke 2. 9-
14) from the words of the angel as follows, “The angel said to shepherds, “Listen, | bring you news of great joy... Today
in the town of David, a savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord... And suddenly, there was a great throng of
heavenly host praising God and singing: ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace to men of good-will who enjoy
God’s favor. Hence, it is very clear that the men of good-will are people who are blessed with purity and humility of
heart. Such people are really worthy to meet Child Jesus who is our redeemer.

Learning from this gospel reading, let us pray to God for the grace of purity and humility of heart so that we can truly
welcome the Child Jesus in our hearts.

Bl T2 B e dililk D EAR A~

2024 FFED 7 U A~ A L 2025 FFEDH LWERF OB HIRNET L O BTV B L L £,

HARTOIZ YA ZAOBNWHEZRY KDL, A = AkZ 2 5 BOTIEZ, SEEEOSD,
DEIHEOMRBICAEZT D Z LU TWET,

NFIZLDEEE (2 F 1-14 #) 12, DOMBE LEE I 2R OFEMN BN, Bake oL
B~ 7 LIS A = 2CHE D BE AP N T E T, RST80T 2 - THam
WZH BT WFAET LR, DOMBE EHEIPMOBICBW TR LIMEDOH D LD L7220 |
AT RIHE I EAERE L, B H02ED, ERLTHIZITD EL 9,

Flo, BEZEOREOZTEICHD L HIZ, DOMBES EHE I ZROALICZEEDYR EE
HBGZONET, b bLOLEHED, REALTHFA =2 ZBIZ LELE I,

CHUT HOAI NIEM Tran Nam Phong f#4Q
e Je e Nhirng nadm sbng va muc vu trén dat nwéc Phu tang,
SO B 3 hang nam, nhirng ngay cudi thang 10, troi se lanh béo hiéu

& e e ¥ cho toi biét lai mot Mua Giang sinh nira dang gan dén. Nhirng
ngay nay, ngoai phé da dwoc thdp sang dén nhap nhay,
nhirng hinh &nh 6ng gia Noel, con nai, nhirtng hép qua trang
tri A4 mau sac. Nhwng cac Gido x& van im lim, lang 1& nhw
bao ngay.

Nhirng hinh anh nay khac v&i nhirng gi t6i tirng trai &
qué hwong Viét nam téi. Téi con nhé trwdc L& Giang sinh ca
thang, cac Nha thd, nguwdi ngudi khong ai bao ai, nhung tat
ca déu tap trung tai Nha the chuén bj cho L& Giang sinh.
Nguw&i thi quét don, ngudi thi chat cay trang tri, ngudi thi thu
gom cac bao xi-mang lam hang da. Bén canh d6, nhirng den
dién duoc kiém tra kj va dwoc treo khap trong va ngoai Nha
ther. Mot tudn trwdc ngay Dai 1, tAt cd dwoc thap sang, nguoi
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ngwdi, cd ca ngwdi khdng phai Cong gido ciing dén Nha the tham, gap g&, chup hinh ki niém. Trong ngay Dai &
nhirng hoat canh, cac bai hat vé Giang sinh chuan bi cong phu dwoc trinh dién. Mat bau khong khi &m ap, troi voi dat
giao hoa, tdi cdm thay binh an va thw thai khéng thé quén.

Hinh &nh, bau khi chuén bi va mirng L& Giang sinh & Nhat ban khéng dwoc nhuw Viét nam. Nhwng, nhivng ndm
gan day, toi thdy mot s Nha thd cé sy hién dién ngwoi Viét nam da cé nhivng chuén bi va trang tri L& Giang sinh
giéng Viét nam khién cho t6i lai cang nhé hon cai cdm gidc t6i tirng trai, chuan bi va mirng L& giang sinh.

D&u biét dia ly, van hoa Mirng Giang sinh c6 khac nhau, nhwng, nhitng bién chuyén, dén nhan cach chuén
bi, va mirng Giang sinh & mét s6 Nha the tai Nhat ban theo cach Viét nam, ciing lam cho t6i 4m 16ng v&i bao ky
trc dep lai ua ve trong toi.
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